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Our hopes of fucceſs from God's pro- 
vidence, more than from external 
means. oF 
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JEREMIAH is. 24, 24: 


Thus ſaith the Lord, Let not the wiſe 
man glory in his wiſdom, neither let 
the mighty man glory in his might ; 

let not the rich man glory in his riches. 
| But let him that glorieth, glory in this, 
| that he underſtandeth and knoweth me, 
that T am the Lord, which exerciſeth 
loving-kindneſs, judgment and righte- 
ouſneſs in the earth; for in theſe 
things I delight, ſaith the Lord. 


1 T firſt fight theſe words may ſcem ra- 
| ther to relate to particular perſons in 


their private capacities, and with re- 
ference to their own private welfare 
and ſecurity, than to concern the publick pro- 
ſperity of a nation. And indeed the aſtruSion 
in that view would be very uſctul and ſuitable ; 
that it would be the wiſdom of every man to 
rejoyce more in God and his favour than in an 
outward comforts, and to truſt in God rather 
than in any external means of welfare. 
But if we look back into the context, we 
ſhall find that this meſſage was delivered with an 
eye to the Jewiſh nation. The caſe was 77 
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The AhHriant, a people well known at that time 
in the world for their ambitious and oppreſſive 
deſigns, were intended by God as a ſcourge to 
his own profeſſing people. The prophet was 
ſent to warn them of it, which he faithfully per. 
formed. But inſtead of taking the warning, and 
improving the time of God's patience for repen- 
tance and reformation, they encouraged them- 
ſelves with hopes, that they ſhould be able to 
weather the ſtorm, and to baffle their enemies 
by their wiſdom and might and riches. There. 
fore, after many threatnings in this chapter, God 
in the text ſets himſelf ro undermine their falſe 
confidences, and at the fame time directs them 
to the only good foundation of fecurity, Thy; 
faith the Lord, &c. WY 
I think this may be a ſubject proper for our 
preſent meditation. God grant we may be pre- 
vailed with to take the wile counſel. The nx- 
tural method of proſecuting the words may be 
this. | 

1. To conſider the negative part of the di- 
tection, or that which we are cautioned againſt 
glorying and confidence in. And then, 
2. The poſitive part, or that upon which we 
are directed to build our hopes of national ſecu- 
rity. 


I. I begin with the negative part of the di- 
rection. Thus ſaith the Lord, Let not the wiſe 
man glory in his wiſdom, neither let the mighty 
man glory in his might ; let not the rich man glo- 
ry in his riches, Where we may briefly take 
notice of the ſeveral particulars mentioned, as apt 
unduly to be 3 in by a people in time of 


danger: Then ſhew, what glorying in them 1s 
faulty; And laſtly, the fally and vanity of ſuch 


Firſt, 


a glorying in them. 
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Firſt; We may briefly take notice of the feve- 
ral particulars mentioned, as apt unduly to be 
gloried in by a people in time of publick dan- 


an ger. Wiſdom, might, and riches. And under 
1. theſe three things may be comprehended all that 
od in ſecond cauſes and outward means can furniſh 
the out a people to face an enemy with ſucceſs. 

0 One is wi/dom. With how promiſing an aſpect 
o WR doth a nation's peace look, if there is a wiſe 
New rince at the helm, attended by prudent coun- 
0 ellors? If the direction of publick affairs is in 
50d the hands of men of eminent natural abilities and 
alle mature experience! of ſuch as are deep in their 
em WW farches, cool in their deliberations, and ſteady 
Ibn in their reſolutions ! of thoſe who have a pre- 


| ſence of mind and a ready turn of thought in 
prefſin difficulties ! who underſtand well the 
intereſts, the ſtrength and weakneſs of their 


re- 

og own country, and the ſtate and circumſtances 

y be of their neighbours, with the dangers and ad- 
vantages to be expected by their country from 

e di- the ſeveral powers around them! If there are ma- 
N by judicious and faithful patriots in the coun- 

: cils of a land, men underſtanding in the times, to 
h we know what ought to be done in different conjunc- 
ſecu- tures; or who have wiſdom to diſcern both time 


and judgment. When this is the caſe of a people, 
we are ready to form great expectations of pub- 
blick happineſs. Eſpecially if along with this 

e wiſe There is might or power. A few wile men are 
mighty themſelves a great 1 to a nation, i dom 
an gl being better than ſtrengtb. Yet the wiſeſt coun- 
rake ſels cannot manage a war without hands to ex- 
as apt cute them. But if there is this advantage too, 
ime of a populous country, regular troops, a powerful 
hem is navy, ſtrong alliances, brave commanders, a cou- 
of ſuch . gious people reſolute to defend their intereſts: 


If 


(8) 
If there is thus wiſdom and firength for war; 
things appear very promiſing. Eſpecially if withal, 

There are riches, which we ulually call the 
ſinews of war. The wiſeſt counſels may be of 
no effect for want of theſe. Poverty ſinks cou- 
rage, and ſtrength for war is not to be maintain. 
ed without ſupplies. But if there is plenty in a 
nation, and large funds in readineſs ; we are ve- 
ry prone to conclude, that our wife men will 
not think in vain, that our neighbours will be 
obliged to take our meaſures, and that we may 
maintain our ground agianſt all oppoſition, 

W hen there is an union of ſuch promiſing cir- 
cumſtances as theſe, who is not ready to ſay, 
happy is the people that is in ſuch a caſe? Eſpeci- 
ally if we apprehend ourſelves ſuperior in any or 
all of theſe things to thoſe with whom we are 
at variance. I go on to ſhew, | 
: Secondly, W hat glorying in theſe things is 

aulty. 
| APY obſerve, that we ſinfully glory in 
them, it we aſcribe paſt ſecurity or ſucceſſes to 
theſe ſecond cauſes, more than to the firil, or 
to the favour of God in granting ſuch means of 
advantage tous, and rendring them ſerviceableas 
far as they have been ſo. And if this hath been 
our frame and temper, it ſhould make a part of 
our humiliation this day. Cn 
But the glorying ſpoken of in the text, re- 
lates rather to our future welfare than to our 
paſt; and the deſign is to warn us againſt undue 
confidence in theſe things for future ſecurity: 

And as to this, it is certain that we are not 
forbidden to have any expectation from theſe 
things. When counſcllors ceaſe, when armics 


faint and their ſpirits fail, when people are 4 


bandoned by their allies, or their riches are ex- 
2 hauſted; 
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(9) : 


hauſted; ar ſuch a time without doubt there is 
an allowable fear and even a dutiful concern; be- 
cauſe, as God uſually works by means, if pro- 
bable means are withdrawn, this is ordinarily to 
be reputed a ſign of judgments impending. So 
on the other hand, when we ſee men of eminent 
furniture and prudence raiſed up, and other things 
looking fair upona nation, it is a good ſymptom 
that God hath bleſſings in ſtore for it. Conſe- 
uently, when God in his providence hath made 
b 26 proviſion for our welfare, to hope for ſome 
good effect of it, is a rational and chriſtian ex- 
pectation, as long as we eye God in all. 
That which is faulty then, is only to place 
our main hope and truſt in theſe things, without 
3 due regard to God. And we {hall juſtly be 


Fit we do either of theſe two things. 

. If we expect ſecurity and ſucceſs from them, 
while we have reaſon 7 Gi more certain indi- 
ations to apprehend that God is againſt us: If 
theſe advantages encourage us to reckon ourſelves 
lake without any more ado, that our mountain is 
lo frong, that we cannot be moved; as if they ſet 
us out of the reach of divine ſtrokes, and made 
s to be as gods ourſelves. Such an uſe the ar- 
togant prince of Tyre made of them. E2zvk. xxviii. 
% Kc. Thine heart, faith God, is lifted up; and 
thou haſt ſaid, I am a god, 1 fit in the ſeat of God, 
in the midft of the ſeas; and therefore rich by 
rade and merchandize, and better fortified, as he 
href againſt the aſſaults of enemies. Th 
tte 
bold and aſſuming, as if thou waſt under no ſu- 
perior power. Behold, thou art wiſer than Da- 
nel; thinkeſt thy ſelf furniſhed with the wiſeſt 

= B counſels : 


(chargeable with ſuch criminal glorying in them, 


thine heart as the heart of God; art grown 
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' counſels : There is no ſecret they can hide from ils 
thou imagineſt, that thou haſt ſuch ſagacioh 
counſeltors or ſuch univerſal correſpondence 

that thou art able to ſee to the bottom of em 

ry thing. WMilb thy wiſdom and with thine u. 
derſtanding thou haſt gotten thee riches, and gil 

and ſilver into thy treaſure. By thy great di 
dom and by thy traffick haſt thou increaſed thy rich. 
es, and thy heart is lifted up becauſe of thy rich. 

es. God grant, that our large ſhare of the like 
advantages, may never prove the occaſion of our 

becoming ſuch practical atheiſts. To become 
fearleſs of God's judgments, as if ſuch arms of 
fleſh could exempt us from puniſhment tho 

God ſhould be againſt us, is indeed directiy u 

fet them up againſt God. You may ſay, who 
beſide atheiſts can be charged with this? Ian 
ſwer; if we are more follicitous to obtain ot 

continue theſe outward ſupports, than to be 
ſuch to whom God hath promiſed his favour, 
we are really guilty of this. When God ha 
aſſured us, that there is no peace to the wicked, 
that if we for/ake him, he will for ſake us; if we 


take no care for removing the accurſed thing 


that are provocations to God, yet promile our 
ſelves ſafety from our wiſdom and ſtrength and 
riches; it 1s plain that we make them our bul 


warks againſt God. 


2. If we expect any more from theſe things 
than God ſhall make them to be to us, vs 
glory unduly in them. In the former way e 

| ſhall glory in them in oppoſition to God; and! 
this without him. We ſhould ſtedfaſtly belicve 
and be influenced by it as a principle in even 


thing, that nothing can befriend or prejudich 


us farther than God makes it to do either. 
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Jure not diſallowed, as hath been ſaid, to expect 


under God, and to rejoice in them as comfort- 


om the; ¶ able tokens of his favourable deſigns towards us. 


gacioa gut we muſt carry him along with us in all our 
ndence, expectations, and wait for the benefit as more 
of eve. his than theirs. Every ſtep to which we carry 
hine i. our truſt and hope from them farther than in 
and gui ſubſervience to God, is idolatry; for ſo far we 
eat 1-Micgard them as independent creatures. If we 
by ric-WW:rc brought to expect all from them, only as 
hy rich i the hands of God, this will moderate our 
the lle expectations from them; becauſe divine pro- 
n of our miles are not ſo abſolute for temporal Nala 


becomes for ſpiritual and eternal, which ſhould ac- 


arms of cordingly qualify our hopes of the former. And 
nt tho n fact we ſee God in his providence often croſ- 
ectiy o ing the beſt concerted meaſures, which ſhould 
y, who prevent our being poſitive in expectations of 
? la- lacceſs, even when appearances are faireſt. In 
"tain or ſhort, we are not to expect that wiſdom or pow- 
1 to be er or wealth will be our ſaviours or protectors, 
favour, farther than in the uſe of them God's favour 
od ha ſhall compaſs us about as a ſhield. If we 
vl glory in them beyond this, our glorying is not 
; if we 7 FI | | 
| thing Thirdly, J am yet to ſhew the vanity and fol- 


Ie ours 
oth 4nd 
zur bul 


ly of this faulty glorying in the external means 
of ſecurity : And for that purpoſe would ſuggeſt 
two conſiderations. | 

1. They deſerve not that ſuch a ſtreſs ſhould 


thing de laid upon them, becauſe of their uncertain- 
us, Va ty. It hath been the obſervation of every age 
way wall and every nation, that the greateſt power, the 
and iq wiſeſt counſels, and the moſt regular manage- 
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people's ſecurity. Some have called this fortune, it hat 
but we are taught to aſcribe it to an overrulins WW moſt 
ſovereign providenee. As long as we believe; Abſa 
God, upon whom all things depend, and who 
meaſures are too deep for us to reach; it muſ 
be unfit ſor us to conclude a certainty of evert; 
meerly from probable cauſes. The wiſeſt of king;, 
who had made the largeſt experiments and mo 
judicious reflections upon human affairs, made 
this obſervation, Eccl. ix. 11. [returned and ſt; 
under the ſun, that the race is not to the ſwift, i. e. 
not always, nor the battle to the ſtrong, neither 
yet bread to the wiſe, nor yet riches to men of un. 
der ſtanding, nor yet favour to men of ſkill : ut 
time and chance happen to them all; i. e. eventsof 
providence which were unforeſeen and unſuitable 


ar, 
to promiſing appearances. And another king ; T 
tells us, P/al. xxxiii. 16, 17. No king is ſavil the | 
by the multitude of an hoſt , a mighty man is nt yet, 
delivered by much ſtrength. An horſe is a vais denc 
thing for ſafety, neither ſhall he deliver any b) li fence 
great ſirength. And certainly, if we will but ever) 
pauſe a little, and think of the methods which certa 
providence hath often taken to defeat all theſe war; 
advantages, and that the all- wiſe God can cafily lutel 
take many more; the uncertainty of thele WW who 
external confidences will convincingly ap- WW mics 

cars 1 ON ken 
As to wiſdom; by how many waies may the have 


ſuperior wiſdom of God fruſtrate all human po- ¶ ump 
licy ! He can tate the wiſe in their own craftin:/s, WM ſwer 
ſend fooliſhneſs or diviſion into the counſels of WM navy 
a people, and make the ſtay of their tribes to be- ¶ the 1 
come fools, as he did to the princes of Egypt, have 
Iſa. xix. 13. How often have princes been inta- WW old 
tuated to reject the counſel of the prudent, when ¶ othe 
3 ee it 


(13) 
tune. jr hath been even as an oracle of God, for the 
uling E moſt unſeaſonable and pernicious counſels! As 
eve; Abſalom preferred the advice of Huſbai to that 
vhoſe of Acbitophel, and Reboboam the mad ſuggeſtions 
mut of ſome young courtiers before the prudent and 


Vents juſt hints of his father's counſellors. Whenever 
ings, this becomes the caſe, what would the wiſeſt con- 
mo? trivance ſignify? Beſides how many ſudden ac- 
made cidents may prove the turn of a kingdom which 
d ſm the ſubtleſt heads could not foreſee! An odd 
„ile. incident may unexpectedly baffle the beſt mea- 
either ſures, which the moſt conſummate human pru- 
Of un. dence can neither prevent nor provide againſt. 
br, in the midſt of a danger the wiſeſt heads 
entsof may be taken off by death as ſoon as the vul- 
uitable gar, and their thoughts periſh with them. 
king Then for power : Suppole ourſelves, to be in 
ſavel the beſt poſture of defence againſt an enemy; 
2 15 not yet, beſide extraordinary appearances of provi- 
2 vi; dence at ſome times to break in upon all thoſe 
y bybis fences, many little caſualties have fallen out in 
111 but erery age, almoſt in every war, to ſhew the un- 
which WW certainty of human power. The chances of 
| theſe war are a common proverb; which cannot abſo- 
1 eaſiy WW lutely be foreſeen by any but the Lord of hoſts, 
thele ho hath the ſupreme direction of them. Ar- 
y 2p- WW nics, that ſeemed ſure of victory, have been ta- 
ken at a ſurprize and defeated. Thoſe, who 
ay the have conquered in one battle, have been tri— 
an po- Wi umphed over in another. Fatal ſickneſſes have 
ſtincſ; ¶ ſwept away the braveſt ſoldiers or ſeamen. A 
nſels of WW navy victorious in fight may be conquered by 
's to be- Wi the waves, and ſhipwreck'd in a ſtorm. Allies 
Egypt, have changed ſides, and been turned againſt their 
en or old friends by ſome new intereſts advanced on the 
, when 


other fide. A ſoldiery may be corrupted, or 
F become 
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(14) 
become careleſs of a nation's defence. The coy, 
ragious may be diſpirited by an unaccountable, yn. 
look'd for turn, and the men of might not be 


able to find their hands. A people, who by 

their union and accord ſeemed almoſt invincible ſing 
by any human power, have ruined ſone another our 
by their diviſions, and made the whole commu- ver) 
nity a prey to the common enemy. cou 
And laſtly, for the riches and plenty of a na- den 
tion, how eaſily may trade be interrupted, and ſo d 
riches exhauſted, which muſt maintain both ar- tion 
mies and navies! Or, God by unkindly ſeaſons may 
may ſend a ſcarcity of neceſſary proviſions, wich- be 
out which even money will be of little ule fora thin; 
people's defence. | in tf 
None, I dare ſay, will imagine, that I offer ſo h 
theſe things, as one who is without pleaſure in vide 
ſeeing the preſent fAlouriſhing ſtate of our nation, 1 C 
or without hope that God will yet continue i. thing 
Burt I think my ſelf bound in conſcience, upon Weak 
ſuch an occaſion as this, to put you in mind of And 
the poſſibility of a change; that none may ven- deſpi 
ture to ſet up our wiſdom or power or wealth not, 
in the place of God; and that when we ae . #2. 
putting on the harneſs, we may not boaſt as if ting 
we had put it off; but ever maintain a ſenſe be- will 
coming ſhort- ſighted creatures of the uncertainty not t 
of future events. e if we 
2. Undue glorying in the outward means of of p 
ſafery is the direct way to hinder their inſtru- WW veril 
mental uſefulneſs, and to provoke God to b)alt ſures 
them. They may be very ſerviceable, and an- the k 
ſwer their promiſing appearance, if they are on- ¶ ſucce 
ly relied upon under God. But we ourſelves WM 'clt : 
may diſable them to do us ſervice, by giving ob 8 
III. 


them more than their due: It may jultly 5 
1 r 0 


ation, 
me 1t, 
upon 
ind of 
ven- 
vealth 
ve are 
| as if 
ile be- 
rtainty 


>4ns of 
inſtru- 
o blaſt 
nd an- 
are on- 
urſelves 
giving 
y then 

be 


(15) 


be feared, that God ſhould withdraw his bleſ- 


ſing; without which our governors, our fleets, 
our armies, our allies will labour in the fire for 
very vanity. One of the chicf ends of God in 
counter- acting ſo frequently the promiſing ten- 
dency of viſible means, and in ordering events 
ſo different from human meaſures and expecta- 
tions, is, that his own providential interpoſal 
may be the more regarded, and that men may 


| be cured of making a greater account of theſe 
| thingsthan they deſerve. As God ordered things 


in this manner in the firſt planting of the goſpel, 
ſo he frequently doth the fame in his other pro- 


vidential diſpenſations; and on the ſame deſign. 


1 Corinth. 1. 27, 28, 29. He chuſeth the fooliſh 
things of the world to confound the wiſe, and the 
weak things of the world to confound the mighty: 
And baſe things of the world and things which are 
deſpiſed hath God choſen, yea and things which are 
not, to bring to nought things that are; That no 
fleſb ſhould glory in his preſence. He is proſecu- 
ting this deſign, as invariably reſolved that he 
will not give his glory to another. If we would 
not then be among the troublers of our 7/rael ; 
if we would not contribute to clog the wheels 
of publick affairs; if we heartily deſire, (as I 
verily believe we all do,) that the prudent mea- 
ſures of our councils may take effect, that 
the brave attempts of our fleets and forces ma 

ſucceed to the nation's glory and laſting inte- 
reſt ; Let us by no meansallow them God's room 
in our confidence, but principally glory in him. 


Which. leads me 


II. To the poſitive part of the direction in 
the text, or that upon which we are taught to 
5 | build 


(ts) 
build our hopes of national ſecurity, ver. 24 
But let him that glorieth, glory in this, that „ 
underſtandeth and knoweth me, that I am the Lord, 
which exerciſe loving-kindneſs, judgment and righ. 
zeouſneſs in the earth; for in theſe things I di. 
light, ſaith the Lord. QD. © I have warned you 
© againſt a vain boaſting in things which cannot 
© ſafely be depended upon: But my deſign is not 
© to extinguiſh your hope, as if your condition 
Vas deſperate. If you are but careful to un- 
© derſtand and know me, I am one in whom 
© you may place a firm confidence. 
God by his prophet leads them from building 
their hope upon the ſand, to a ſure rock for ſup- 
porting their truſt. And the ſubject of glory- 
ing which he recommends, conſiſts of two parts: 
Something to be taken care of in themſelves, 
that they underſtood and knew God And fome- 
thing concerning God, which, when they knew 
him, might give them full ſupport and ſatisfac- 
tion; That he is the Lord, which exerciſeth lo- 
ving-kindneſs, judgment and righteouſneſs in tis 
earth, and delighteth therein. 1 chute to begin 
with the latter. 
Firſt, J would conſider the account which 
God gives of himſelf, and which repreſents him 
as the fitteſt object of our truſt and confidence. 
We are directed to eye God's providential go- 
vernment of the world, both in the ſovereignty 
ol it, and in the manner ot its adminiſtration. 
1. The Sovereignty of his government is inti- 
mated in the expreſſion, That I am the Lord. 
God, who made the world, is the great king 
of itt. Angels, men and devils, with all other 
beings in heaven or earth, are ſubject to him, 
and act in a ſubordination to him, whether the 
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| Bra) 
ink of him or not, whether they chuſe to do 
por not. He is the author of all events, ſo that 
evil, of puniſhment, happens to a city, but he 
With it. Tho' many devices are in men's hearts, 
et his counſel ſhall ſtand. Nothing comes to 
bifs by chance, nothing in vain in the ſcheme 
df providence. The Aan which ſeem to us 
bolt caſual, are managed by a ſteady hand of 
God, Even when 7he lot is caſt into the lap, the 
hole diſpoſal thereof is of the Lord. Prov. xvi. 
z. The Heart of kings, on which ſo much de- 
ends to mankind, 7s in the hand of the Lord, as 
WW: rivers of water; he turneth it whitherſoever 

il as eaſily as the heart of the meaneſt man 
preathing. Prov. xxi. 1. Nothing can come to 
ks without his permiſſion, or go beyond the 
pounds he ſets. None are too ſtrong for him to 
onquer, and no caſe too deſperate for him to 
reve, The meaneſt things are not below his 
are, nor the greateſt above his reach. A ſpar- 
w falleth not Io the ground without him, and 
jet he is the governor among the nations. 
2. The manner of his adminiſtring bis univerſal 
Wire, or the rules and meaſures by which he 
ts, are expreſſed here. He is the Lord, Hat 
rertiſeth Ioving-kindaeſs, judgment, and righte- 
ue, in the earth, and delighteth in theſe things. 
ho' it is undoubtedly true, that whatſoever the 
od pleaſeth, that doth he in heaven and in earth 
Ind all deep places; yet it is as true, that he ne- 
er is pleaſed to do any thing diſagreeable to his 
dee perfections. Hie exerciſeth, and delight- 
th in exerciſing /[oving-kindneſs, judgment and 
nebteouſneſs in the earth. | 

He exerciſeth /oving-kindnue/5. His tender mer- 
cies are over all his works. And this very na- 
rally goes before judgment in the deſcription; 

HR becauſe 


1 

becauſe loving- kindneſs is the direct reſult of t 
benignity of his nature, who ig love; the other j 
only a becoming change of his diſpenſations, | 
conſequence of the badneſs of his creatures. His 
goodneſs hath been ſignally diſplayed in th, 
work of creation; and is {till conſtantly mani. 
feſted in the courſe of his providence, in pm. 
viding for the neceſſitous, in ſupporting the 
weak, in relieving the oppreſſed, in countenane. 
ing ordinarily the meaſures concei ted for the 
common good of mankind, and in diſpenſing 
his benefits more or leſs to all. Vet, 

He alſo cxerciſeth judement. He ſometimes fity 
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maketh himſelf known by the judgments which 1101s 
executeth. Tho' he is flow to anger, and nin 
great kindneſs ; yet he hath wrath in ſtore e beſt 
thoſe whom his loving-kindneſs leadeth not to ul, 1 
5 None of the proudeſt oppreſſon ch as 
of mankind, nor the ſtrongeſt combination o ubject 
earthly potentates againſt the intereſts and trans xcordy 
quillity of their neighbours, are beyond his power Lor 
to reach and check; and he delights to glorify lude 0, 
himſelf in humbling and abaſing ſuch. Yet 
And both in acts of loving-kindneſs and ju xeellet 
ment he cxercileth righteouſneſs. He acts by | peop 
meaſures of unblemiſhed juſtice and equity. 1"s* . 
from our ignorance of all the reaſons of his con es, 
duct we may at ſome times think, that we bag mfr 
room to plead with him concerning his judg\Mſ Seco. 
ments; yet this is a principle we may be fur | cat 
of in the general, and ſhould ever — to ou be ba 
plea, as the prophet does, Righteous art thou, Mus 
Lord, when I plead with thee. Jer. xii. 1. Foo © 
ſhall not the judge of all the earth do right? noſe 
Now .this view of God ſhews, how much] it 


fitter he is to be relied upon than any arm 0 
fleſh. He, whois the abſolute ſovereign of all 
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uth an infinite capacity for the management 
e ſo wide an empire; and at the ſame time pro- 
leeds by ſuch ſteady and becoming rules, as 
buſt make his ſubjects happy. How happy, 


ompared with others, is a people under the 
overnment of an earthly ſovereign, who re- 
bmbles in ſome meaſure this character of the 
eſſed God! A wile and powerful prince, who 


qverns not tyrannically, but obſerves the rules 


f princely virtue towards his ſubjects! Who 
akes it evident, that goodneſs and clemency 
re his delight, and yet is not remiſs in the re- 
aint and puniſhment of bold offenders, and 


kerciſeth impartial juſtice without reſpe& of 


derfons ! Such humane rulers are juſtly eſteem- 
d miniſters of God to any people for good. But 
e belt 1 8 come not up to the great origi- 
yl, The bleſſed God hath an abſolute power, 
ch as is not fit to be truſted with any ruler 
ubject to human paſſions; but he exerciſeth it 
ccording to his own perfections. Therefore ſince 
Lord reigneth, let the earth rejoice ; let the mul- 
lude of the iſles be glad thereof. Pal. xcvii. 1. 
Yet this general character of God, however 
xcellent in it ſelf, will not ſuffice alone to give 
| people juſt ex pectation of ſecurity and bleſ- 
Ings. Something farther is neceſſary in them- 
es, that they may be able to appropriate the 
omfort of divine government; namely, 
Secondly, That we underſtand and know him. 


cannot think, that we are to take this for 
lie bare notional knowledge of the account gi- 


en us here concerning God. That indeed will 
bew enough to miniſter the greateſt comfort to 
toſe who are upon good terms with him: 
ut it will not give 5 particular people ground 
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of confidence in their own caſe, unleſs they 20 
the willing ſubjects of this great Lord of all 
Nor will a bare acquaintance with his wil, 
or the having his worſhip and ordinances any 
viſible church among us, which ſometime i 
ſcripture is the meaning of knowing God, mal; 
us {ecure of divine protection. God's return tg 
Iſrael upon ſuch a pretence may {ink a con. 
dence which hath no better foundation. Ha.. vii, 
2, 3. Iſrael ſhall cry unto me, my God, we Fun 
thee. * We have thy true worſhip and infji 
F tutions among us, we are thy peculiar people, 
c ſo as the heathen world cannot juſtly plead,” 
Would that ſecure them? It follows; /j44 
hath caſt off the thing that is good; the enemy ſuul 
- purſue him. It is a great privilege indeed to knoy 
God in this ſenſe; but if this be all, it will ag. 
ravate provocations, and may end 1n forer run 


he cry of the temple of the Lord, the temple if 


the Lord, will not always fave a people. 


In this inderſtanding and knowing of Gulf 


think two things may be comprehended. 
1. A practical knowledge of him; or an at. 
knowledgment of him, and conformity to hin 
according to theſe diſcoveries he hath made of 
himſelf, The ſcriptures repreſent them us not 
knowing God, who are not influenced to duti 
ful regard and reſemblance by what they know. 
If then we know him to be the Lord, it is: 
pected that we take him for our Lord, and d 
the things that he ſaith. Luk. vi. 46. If we un 
derſtand him as exerciſing loving-kindneſs, judgment 
and righteouſneſs, and that he delights in theſe u 
his own acts; we may be ſure, that he delights 
alſo in our exerciſe of the ſame moral perfect 
ons. Becauſe he is himſelf a holy God, he cas 
: ul 
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(21) 
not take pleaſure in wickedneſs, where · ever he ſees 
it. P/al. v. 4+ It muſt therefore concern a peo- 
le, who would ſecure his tavour, to meet him 
in the exerciſe of the ſame things, as they are in 
capacity for it; in returns of love to him and 
to his intereſt, and in all acts of love one to 
another, of charity to the neceſſitqus, and bene- 
volence to all. Fhey ſhould be careful, that 


| judgment and juſtice may run down their ſtreets 
as a mighty ſtream ; that vice may be diſcoun- 


tenanced, and the provocations of crying fins 
removed: That the oppreſſed be relieved, and 
juſtice maintained in all their commerce and con- 
cern among themſelves. Or in other words, to 
underſtand and know this God, fo as to have 
reaſon for enlarged expectations from him, is to 
be excited by that knowledge to do juſtly, and 
to love mercy, and to walk humbly with our God, 
In a word, when religion. and virtue flouriſh 
among a people, in which God delights, then 
they may hope that he will delight in them to 

do them good. | 5 
2. The firm belief and frequent conſideration 
of the divine government by ſuch a people, is 
neceſſary to ſupport their hope. Such a people 
may and ought to look upon the divine govern- 
ment, as having a comfortable aſpect upon them. 
They may hope to ſhare in the fruits of his lo- 
ving-kindneſs ; and that his judgments ſhall ra- 
ther be to their enemies and to them that hate 
them. No threatning of judgment is made to 
any nation but for eminent offences; and room 
is ordinarily left for mercy upon repentance and 
reformation. And tho' a reforming people can- 
not appeal to ſtrict juſtice in any controverſy 
berween God. and them, any more than private 
perſons 3 
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perſons ; but muſt ſay, Enter not into judgment 
with us : Yet in any controverſy between then 
and unrighteous adverſaries, ſuch a people may 
make their appeal to a righteous God. Hear my 
when I call, O God of my righteouſneſs, or the 
patron of my righteous cauſe, P/al. iv. 1. 


The time allowed me will admit of but a few 
words of Application. 1 


1. Let us take the caution given, and not 
venture to place our main confidence in the out- 
ward proviſions, with which we are furniſhed at 
this juncture for the publick ſecurity. I muſt 
confeſs it hath been to me an occaſion of ſome 
fear, that from the obſervations I have been able 
to make, there ſeems a diſpoſition prevailing 
more than ordinary at this time, in moſt one ſhall 
converſe with, to lay the ſtreſs of their hope tor 
good ſucceſs on external means of defence, and 


to take no notice of any thing farther. We have 


without doubt, and praiſed be God for it, 2 
wiſe and ſteady Prince; prudent meaſures have 


been taken for our ſafety; there is an unuſual 
ks roo and harmony in our Parliament; we have 
no 


le fleets and ſtrong. alliances ; ſupplics are 
cheartully raiſed, and a peculiar ſpirit appears in 
the body of the people. We may juſtly rejoice 
in all this, as a good omen of a happy ſuccels 
of preſent commotions in Europe; if we provoke 
not God to baffle all by leaving him ou: of the 
account, or by depending more on theſe things 
than upon his favour. Let us not be ſo unkind 


to ourſelves and to our country, ſuch enemies 


to the ſucceſs of our counſels or enterprizes, as 
we are like to be, if we ſet them in the ſear of 


(33 1] 

2, Let it be our principal concern to ſecure 
the divine favour and loving-kindneſs in our pre- 
ſent circumſtances. This, f hope, is the hearty 
deſire and deſign of the numerous aſſembly which 
is voluntarily met here this day to make a ſolemn 
application to God with one conſent, for his con- 
tinued — on our gracious Sovereign, in his 
Perſon, his Family and his Counſels ; for the 
welfare of our country, and for a happy iſſue 
of the preſent conteſts and commotions in the 
ſeveral parts. of Europe. Your appearance in this 
religious exercile upon ſuch an occaſion, ſeems 
to expreſs your dependence upon God; and that 
you cannot allow yourſelves to truſt either in 
the wiſeſt human counſels, or the ſtrongeſt fleets 


and armies, or all the wealth of a flourithing na- 


tion, without God's favour.  _ 
What then can we in our private capacities 
contribute to the ſecuring of that favour ? 
Certainly every one of us ſhould have it firſt 
in our concern, that we know God ſavingly our- 
ſelves. - The prayers of men who are themſelves 
truly good and righteous men, will be of molt a- 
vail for the publick, as well as in their own par- 
ticular caſes. | 


Next to this; Humiliation for our own fins, 


and a perſonal reformation of every thing amiſs _ 


in ourſelves, may be of beneficial influence to the 
welfare of the community. Then our ſins will 


no longer remain upon account to add to the 
heap of common guilt. . 


We ſhould alſo heartily mourn for the abomi- 
nations done in ihe land; ſeriouſly confeſs them 


before God, acknowledge the deſert of them, 


and deprecate his juſt diſpleaſure for them: And 
in our ſeyeral ſtations do our utmoſt to lift up a 
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624) 
ſtandard againſt publick vices, and to promote 
the reformation of our manners. 

And along with all, we ſhould in humility and 
fervency repreſent our caſe to God in prayer. 
We have indeed the greateſt reaſon for confuſi. 
on of fade upon the view of our national fins, 
when we compare them with the things in which 
God in the text is ſaid to delight. Vet it may 
be ſome encouragement in our prayers to reco]- 
le& the cauſe in which we are engaged, if the 
war begun ſhould become general. Sure it is 
a cauſe pleaſing to the great Governor of the 
world: In maintenance of the peace and liberties 
of mankind, againſt thoſe who would diſturb the 
general TORE : In defence of thoſe adyan- 
tages to ourſelves, which juſtice confirms to us 
as our right upon the faith ot ſolemn treatics : 
And for the protection of all our civil and religi- 
ous privileges, againſt new contrivances to reduce 
us to popery and ſlavery. A gracious God by a 
train of wonders hath ſecured thele invaluable in- 
tereſts to a ſinful people hitherto. And tho' we 
cannot be certain that he will always grant us 
the ſame protection; yet let us continue inſtant 
in prayer, when new dangers threaten. Who 
knows but God will yet ſpare us for his name 


and his mercy's fake ! 
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DANIEL iki 8. 


For we do not preſent our ſupplicati- 
ons. -before thee for our righteouſ- 
neſs, but for thy great mercies. 


HE occaſion, connexion, and criticiſm 
| of theſe words my deſign will not allow 
me to conſider particularly. I ſhall on- 

ly obſerve in general, that the time of 

the Fewiſh nation's deliverance from their 0g 
captivity being at hand, as Daniel underitoo 
by the written prophecy of Jeremiah, he ſepa- 
nated a proportion of time for extraordinary and 
ſolemn addreſſes to God in behalf of his people. 
He, no doubt, did not forget Jeruſalem in his ſtat- 
d and ordinary prayers, which his conſtant cuſtom 
was to make three times a day with his cham- 
ber windows open towards the holy city, chap. - 
v1. 10. But over and above the notice he took 
of the publick in the regular courſe of his pri- 
vate devotions, he piouſly and wiſely thought 
it proper to repreſent the caſe of his country 
before the God of 1/7ael, in a manner ſuitable 
to the extraordinary impreſſions which a more 
cloſe conſideration of the circumſtances had made 
upon his mind: As it is, ver. 3. He ſet his face 
unto the Lord God, to ſeek by prayer and ſupplica- 
lions, with faſting, and ſackcloth and wit He 
kept a day of ſolemn humiliation ; and, conſi- 
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(28) 
dering hisrank and arduous employments, as well 
as advanc'd age, his practice ſtands upon record 
as a ſhining example. It is not beneath a prime 
miniſter, nor his prince neither, to faſt and pray 
and make his confeſſion before the Lord, the great 
and dreadſul God. ver- 4. who can, when he 
pleaſes, pour contempt upon princes, put down one, 
and ſet up another. And, I ſuppoſe, men of low- 
er degree will hardly think themſelves exempred, 
tho” their temporal concern in the publick is not 
ſo great, _ the neceſſary avocations of ſome 
of them may be more. Every member of the 
community ought 1n proper methods, as provi- 
dence gives opportunity, to expreſs his concern 
for its_proſperity. Eſpecially, when the ad- 
vantage of joining with others is offered by pu- 
blic authority, or private conſent. The men of 
Niniveh will riſe up in judgment againſt ſuch, 
as ridicule or neglect ſolemn applications to God 
in caſes of danger: for they proclaimed a faſt, 
and put on ſackcloth from the greateſt of them, e- 
ven to the leaſt of them: Majeſty itſelf not ex- 
cepted. Jonah iii. 7, 6. 9 

But waving this and other juſt remarks, which 
might be made on this occaſion, I ſhall at this 
time confine my ſelt to the conſideration of that 
part of Daniel's prayer, which you have in the 


text; and propoſe it as a general Obſervation. 


That in our ſupplications and interceſſions for the 


publick, we are not to lay the fireſs of our plea up- 


an our own righteouſneſs but God's mercy. 
To the confirmation of this truth J ſhall pre- 
miſe a few conceſſions, which may prevent ſome 
jections that might poſſibly ariſe in their 
minds. | 
1. It may be pleaded, that there are a _ 
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er of righteous perſons in the community. This 
ſuppoled as having ſome weight in it, by 4- 
abam's urging, and God's allowing it in the 
iſe of Sodom. Gen. xviii. 23, &c. We may 
wmbly alledge in arreſt of judgment, that there 
e among us ſome that deſire to fear the name 
the Lord, as Nehemiah ſpeaks, chap. i. 11. 
This may be fairly inferred from that of 7/a. lxv. 
| Thus ſaith the Lord; as the new wine is found 
n the cluſter, and one ſaith, deſtroy it not, for a 
ing is in it ſo will I do for my ſervants ſakes, 
bat 1 may not deſtroy them all. It is true, God 
wy righteouſly over- rule this plea, and as it is 
preſſed, £Ezek. xxi. 3. draw forth bis ſword 


ws and the wicked; Yet this may be uſed with 
God as an argument, while we own that it is 
nere mercy that admits its prevalence. 


ncouraged the fervent prayers of the righteous. 
Thus St. James has told us, that zhe effefual 
frvent prayer of the righteous availeth much. 
lap. v. 16. and confirms it in an inſtance of a 
mblick nature, viz. rain and a fruitful ſeaſon 
ting given at the prayer of Elias, tho' he was 
nan ſubjeft to like paſſions as we are, ver. 17. 
bod would have deſtroyed the //raelites, had uot 
Moſes his choſen ſtood before him in the breach to 
urs away his wrath, &c. Pſal. cvi. 23, &c. 
And to this purpoſe is that of EZ xxii. 30. J 
ſaght for a man among them, that ſhould make up 
the hedge, and fland in the gap before me ſor the 


lung, that I ſhould not deſiroy it; but 1 found 


we. And tho' this plea may not be admitted 
by a righteous God, and he may ſay, as Ezek. 


ur. 14. Tho theſe three men, Noah, Daniel, 105 
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ut of its ſheath, and cut off from us the righte- 


2, It may alſo be_pleaded, that God hath 


—__ O 


„ 
Job were in it, they ſhould deliver but their yy 
ſouls by their righteouſneſs, &c. and conſequent- 
ly the deliverance would be mere mercy ; yet it 
is an argument we may uſe, and which hath of- 
ten prevailed. | | 
F We may farther urge, that we are a pro- 
feſling people, are called by the name of God, 
are a nation of · ſaints, in the ſenſe of that text, 
P/al. I. 7. Gather my ſaints together, &c. Thus 
Daniel pleads in behalf of the Jews, but very 
conſiſtently with himſelf, when he. lays the ſtrei 
upon God's great mercies. For every one ſee; 
this argument may be juſtly over-ruled ; as it 
was in the caſe of that people, and turned a- 
gainſt them too. For ſo ſays the great God, 
Amos iii. 2. You only have I known of all the 
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families of the earth; therefore I will puniſh yiu object 
for all your iniquities. See to this purpoſe, //a, matte. 
i. 13, &c. Wherefore in this caſe it is mer, M cepen. 
and not merit, to which we are obliged. He N prnci 


does it, as ver. 19. for his own ſake. of fad 
© 4. Once more; we may repreſent the juſtice 
of our cauſe, wherever there is room tor it. 
This we find often done in ſcripture and often- 
times it hath its weight. But when it hath, it 
is mercy in the great judge. For however we 
may deſerve from others, we certainly deſerve 
ill from him, and he is at liberty to puniſh our 
offences againſt himſelf by the unjuſt violence 
of others. When the other tribes went out a- 
gainſt Benjamin, tho? their cauſe was good, they 
were defeated twice, with the loſs of 4.9990 
men, Judg. xx. 21, 257. And in reference to 
their foreign encmies, when they, were opprels'd 
and led captive, they had commonly, if not u- 


niverſally, right on their ſide; and were (old 2 
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me hands of the heathen, becauſe they rebelled 
E againſt the God of their fathers, and dealt de- 


o. 


Uent- | ceitfully in his covenant. And if I ſhould fay 
vet ii the fame of their final deſtruction by Veſpaſian 


hol. and Titus, could it be proved that the Romans 
| E cauſe was juſt, who had no more right to their 
country than what ſuperior power gave them? 

| But whenever theſe or other things I might 


mention are pleaded, the ſtreſs ſtill muſt be 


pro- 
God, 


rext, 


Thus nad upon mercy ; for ſtrict and rigorous juſtice ' 
very would not admit them as valid arguments in the 
ſtres ca. God hath always a right to puniſh a ſinful 
: ſees people; and whenever he doth it nor, it is mercy, 
as it vich whatever arguments he may allow us to 
ed al our mouths, when we, who are but duſt and 
God, ahes, take upon us to ſpeak in the caſe. 
/] the WR By theſe conceſſions,” deſigned to anticipate 
you Wſobictions, I am led into the direct proof of the 
„ Ia. rater propos'd. The truth I would eſtabliſh 
acrcy, WiſWcepends in ſhort upon two things, and one is a 
. He principle not to be diſputed; the other a matter 
of fact not to be conteſted. 
juſtice 1. The principle is, that God has a right 
or it. to puniſh a ſinful people. Need I prove this? 
often- 2. The fact is, that all are ſinners; that there 
ath, it z no man perfectly innocent, much leſs an 
er We community blameleſs. Can this be denied? 
leſerve Thus all merit, properly ſpeaking, ſtands at 
ſh our ere excluded in the judgment of all ſober men; 
olence except that which I am ture we ſhall not plead, 
out a- WW! mean the deſert of our fins. ' 
„ they hut becauſe it may be alledged, that tho! all 
40000 ar guilty before God, communities as well as 
nce to inge perſons, and ſo God mult be juſtified when 
preſß d ' judges, and clear when he condemns; yet the 
on u Skreoulneſs of a nation is an equitable plea, by 
Id into a ' | 


vertu 


the 


8.58 


vertue of his promiſe, as appears from Lev. xxy; 
and Deut. xxviii. and indeed the whole cus. 
rent of ſcripture, and courſe of providence: | 
ſhall take the matter in this light under clo{ 
conſideration. I admit, that according to the 
merciful declarations made in ſcripture, tion; 
bleſſings may be expected by a vertuous peoyle 
and even by a wicked one too upon a nation 
repentance. I allow too, that this may be 
pleaded : And yet ſuppoſe it will be granted me 
ſtill, that even in ſuch a caſe the ſtreſs mult he 
laid upon mercy, not merit. But in the caſed 
a people, who have pretenſions neither to inn 
cence nor to reformation, even this allegation 
muſt be given up. And ſuch I ſhall ſhew wa 
the caſe of that nation, for whom this prophet fal 
ed and prayed ; and leave you to judge, as g 
along, whether our own caſe be ſo different af 
to make the choice of my text improper up 
this ſolemn occaſion.” And here obſerve, 

r. They were not duly humbled for the {in 
of their fathers : Which is a circumſtance eſſen 
tial to the ſincerity of a national repentance 
This appears from their whole conduct. An 
therefore God might in all equity viſit thei 
iniquities upon their poſterity to the 3d and at 
generation; and they could with no proprict] 
expoſtulate according to their common prove!9 
The fathers have eaten ſour grapes, and the cli 
drens teeth are ſet on edge. Ezek. xviii. 2. Ti 
promiſe of God in this caſe, is upon conditio 
that the ſon which ſeeth his father's (ins, i 
dereth, and doth not ſuch like, ver. 14. th! 
generation to come forget not the works of (i 
but keep his commandments, and not be as ibi / 


thers, a ſiubborn and rebellious generation, 1 ä J 
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(33) 

Rxviii. 7, 8. If by any evidence, and this eſpe- 
cially, it appears that men are not humbled for 
their fathers ſins, they not only have no juſt 
plea, but no equitable pretence to the favour of 
God. This was the caſe of the Fews, upon 
which account Daniel here confeſſes the iniqui- 
ty of their fore-fathers, which was not yet purg- 
ed away: And therefore the people, after their 
return out of captivity, are repreſented as confe/= 
ſing their ſins, and the iniquities of their fathers, 
Nehem. ix. 2. See P/al. Ixix. 8. compoſed in 
the caprivity. | 

2. There was a general corruption of man- 
ners amongſt them. Not only ſome few unſound 
members in the ſociety, but the infection was 
ſpread prodigiouſly; the godly man ceaſed, and the 
fthful failed: They were a ſinful nation, a people 
laden with iniquity, a ſeed of evil doers, in 1ſaiah's 
time: and it ſeems they were not much mend- 
ed by their long captivity, (except only in the 
matter of idolatry.) All 1/rael, faith the prophet, 
have tranſgreſſed thy lau, ver. 11. And when 
Nehemiah ſet heartily about the work of refor- 
mation; what a vaſt field he had, appears from 
his own account of that matter. Of this we have 
abundant evidence in the prophecies, which were 
uttered abour the time of their reſtoration by 
Haggaiand Zechariah; with whom Malachi ſeems 
to have been cotemporary, tho' his prophecy 
is of ſomething later date. They are called u- 
on to conſider their ways, Hag. 1. 3. repreſented 
as an unclean people and nation, chap. ii. 14. and 
as not having turned to the Lord, ver. 17. And 
Lechariah charges them with not having at all faſi- 
ed to Cod, while they kept ſolemn days of humi- 
liation in their exile; 50 calls upon them to re- 


form, 


(34) 


form, chap. vii. 7, 9. And Malachi carries the 
charge ſtill higher, chap. iii. 14. Le have ſaid, 
it is vain to ſerve God. 

3. Even the princes and prieſts, who ſhould 
have reformed others, were notoriouſly vicious 
themſelves. Not but that there were ſome pious 
among them, as well as among the people ; bu: 
the prieſts eſpecially were, it ſeems, generally 
corrupt, at leaſt a great number of them. For 
this ſee the propheſy of Malachi, ii. 1-9. See 
alſo Fer. xxix. in which is a letter ſent by him 
to the captives at Babylon. | 

4. There were very great and heinous ſins 
found among them. Sins, which are peculiarly 

provoking, and for which God often viſits ; 
community; particularly extortion, oppreſſion, 
and other inſtances of cruelty z which are as un- 
natural crimes, as fome others which we com- 
monly call ſo. Sec Nebemiab v. 1, &c. and 
Zech. vii. 9, 10. See alſo a moſt barbarous ac- 
tion related in Ferem. x11. 1, 2, &c. 

7. Their tins were exceedingly aggravated by 
the great patience and forbearance God had exer- 
cited, and the variety of methods he had uſed to 
reform them. God had done great things for their 
tathers z he had ſent fore afflictions upon them, 
and wrought wonderful deliverances for them; 
and yet after all they were unreclaimed, and 
even in their captivity continued obſtinate; as 
ver. 13. All this is come upon us; yet made we not 
our prayer before the Lord our God, that we might 
turn from our iniquities, and underſtand thy truth. 
For all this (like their fathers of old) they finned 
ſtill. And when they were reſtored to their 
country, they were {till the ſame, and ſome re- 

:traint being off, it ſhould ſcem worſe. Neither 
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mercies nor judgments prevailed. They had 
every motive to repentance, and ſufficient ſpace 
for it, but repented not. 

6. To all this they added a great contempt of 


the meſſengers whom God ſent to reform them. 


Before they were carried into captivity, this cir- 
cumſtance filled up the meaſure of their fin. 
They mocked the meſſengers of God, and deſpiſed 
his words, and miſuſed his prophets, 2 Chron. 
xxxvi. 16. And this ſpirit remained after the ſad 
event. This appears from their conduct towards 
Jeremiah, chap. xxix. 27. and xliv. 17. And 
this profane and obſtinate ſpirit ſhew'd it {elf 


after their return to their own land. In ſpite of 
the meſſages God ſent them by his prophets, 
they were even backward in the work of re- 


building that temple they ſo much gloried in. 


Hag. i. 2, 44 &c. Zech. vii. 7. And Malachi, chap. 


ii. 8. charges them with robbing God, even the 
Whole nation. 

[ might have mentioned a great many other 
particulars z but what I have ſaid is ſufficient to 
illuſtrate the propoſition z and to ſhew the rea- 
lon of Daniel's manner of praying for the Jews, 
and how proper his example is to direct in like 
caſes. I own our calc is not exactly parallel; but 
perhaps the difference is to our diſadvantage. 

Have we been duly humbled for the fins of our 
fathers ? Is there ſufficient evidence given, that 
the nation repents of the diſcouragement which 
laws once gave to a farther reformation ? Ruin- 
ing men for conſcience fake, and putting them 
under a neceſſity of profaning the molt ſolemn 
ordinances for a livehhood ? Are there none of 
the ſtatutes of Omri unrepealed ? and is there no 
publick encouragement given to that malignant 

| E 2 ſpirit 
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(36) 
ſpirit againſt the power of godlineſs, and the 


profeſſors of ſerious religion; the rampancy of 
which ſpirit was in the days of our forefathers {, 
' Notorious ? 

I will not ſay how things ſtand in this reſpec; 
But can it be deny'd, that our manners are ge. 
nerally diſſolute? That luxury and the ſinful me- 
thods of ſupporting it have overſpread the land 
That pride, envy, malice, and all uncharita. 
bleneſs, lying, backbiting, and ſlandering, enter 
into the character of the generality even of pry. 
feſſed chriſtians? And that the worſhip of God; 


little regarded, his ſabbaths violated, and his or. | 


dinances profaned? 


And are even our princes or great men, and prieſt; | 


free from this common guilt ? As to the former, 
T only ask the queſtion : Bur as to the latter, 
how notorious is the defection of many of them 
from primitive ſtrictneſs, zeal and charity! Thi 
we confeſs ourſelves, and often hear of it from 
others; and chiefly from thoſe, to whom it is no: 
matter of grief, but of wicked pleaſure. 

Are there not alſo great fins amongſt us? Haar- 
let and crimſon ſins, as the prophet 1/aial's cx. 
preſſion is. To ſay nothing of unnatural luſts, for 
e have of late had ſo many publick ex- 
amples made, and yet the infection ſeems to ſpread. 
For all our boaſted good nature, is not cruelty in 
rigorous exactions, oppreſſing the poor, and 
grinding the face of the needy, and ſwallowing 
up families, by oppreſſive and fraudulent ts, 
notoriouſly common with us? And is not this 
fit to be mentioned on ſuch a day as this ? For to 
uſe the words of the prophet, 1/a. lviii. 6. 1 
not this the faſt that I have choſen ? to looſe the 
bands of wickedneſs, to undo the heavy burden', 

| 10 


1 the 
CY of 
ers ſo 


pect; 
e ge. 
me- 
land? 
arita- 
enter 
pro- 


70d is 


18 Ore | 


"ielts | 


ater, 
them 
This 
from 
15 not 


Scar + 
'S KR- 
55 for 
K ex- 
Dread, 
Ity in 
and 
wing 
acts, 

t this 
"or to 
F. 1 
ſe the 
rdens, 
10 


(37) 


zo let the oppreſſed go free ? I cannot help taking 


notice of the abominable ſin of perjury, 


how men in every ſtation of life ſeem to regard 
an oath but as an idle word; and ſo we need 
not wonder, that profane ſwearing and curſing 


are ſo common in every corner of the ſtreet. 


And are not our fins aggravated by the long- 
ſuffering of God in the uſe of all means to re- 
claim us? We keep days indeed in remembrance 


of ſome particular judgments and mercies ; 


what proficiency have we made in reformation ! 
Wars, and fires, and peſtilence, and ſcarcity have 
not humbled us: And we have made an unſuit- 


able return for deliverances. God kept our 


pery and ſlavery and utter ruin, by the revolu- 
tion under the conduct of glorious King Wil- 
liam; and he prevented the return of thoſe 
miſeries by ſetting King George upon the throne, 


and defeating the plots hitherto of his and 


reſteſs and implacable enemies. And while ſome 
are weary of their happineſs, and would return 
to Babylon, which the Jews themſelvs never de- 
fired, (tho' their fathers in their rebellion appointed a 
captain to return to their bondage; others are nor 


by the goodneis of God led to repentenance; 


and 


but 


po- 


Our 


but 


too generally act as they who practically ſaid, wwe 
are delivered to do all theſe abo minations, Jer. vii. 
10. Not long ſince we were juſtly apprehenſive 
of the plague, which made dreadful havock in 
a neighbouring country: God heard our prayers, 
and wonderfully preſerv'd us. But are we yet 


reformed ? 


And are not methods for reformation under 
great contempt, at leaſt great diſcouragements? 
What miniſters do, is the jeſt of fools; and a 


ſtrong atheiſtical crew make a mock of t 


hem 
and 


G9) 
and all their adminiſtrations : And the houſe aud 
ordinances of God have not with ſuch the thou. 
ſandth part of the regard which is paid to the. 


atrical entertainments and maſquerades, ſo often future 


fatal to virtue and innocence, And what {. 
cieties of other perſons attempt, has even been 
diſcouraged from the bench; and the name gf 
informer us'd to diſcountenance them, by tho: 
who would be glad to {ce them employ'd again 
in that work which once made the name juſth 
odious. For the ſpirit of perſecution is far from 
being worn out; tho', thanks be to God, and 
blefled be the memory of King William, and 
the goodneſs of his preſent Majeſty, it is kept 
from breaking out as bad or worſe than ever. 
This being the caſe, it would be ſtrange if we 
could preſent our ſupplications before God fir 
our righteouſneſſes, which I am fure we may 
with the prophet call filthy raps, Iſa. Ixiv. 6. 
and are very unfit to plead with the holy God. 
Confeſſion, and crying God be merciful, is infinite! 
more proper. | 

And if we cannot plead merit, it is evident we 
have nothing elſe to depend upon but mercy. 
To this therefore let us carneſtly apply, and here 
lay the ſtreſs of our interceſſions in behalf of a 
{inful people. Tho' there is only an it may be, a 
who knoweth, who can tell, and no abſolute ſecuri- 
ty of ſucceſs, yet this ought to encourage us : 
That God is a merciful God, his mercics are 
great and many; and he may ſpare where we have 
no demand in equity, or plea from a promiſc. 
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As no temporals are abſolutely promiſed to the 
beſt, to neither are they abſolutely threatned to 
the worſt. Here is room for ſovereign favour, 
which is precluded as to the ſtate of 1 in a 
ururc 
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future world. How many hundred years did 
E God par the Zews before their utter deſtruction 
came? How long hath he ſpared us? And tho? 
ve have reaſon to tremble, we have room to 
Ehope. But this hope will be in proportion to 
che nearneſs of the approaches we make to a 
general reformation. As far as we can contribute 
Fo this in our perſons, families, neighbourhood 
and leſſer ſocieties, let us employ our ſelves with 
rigour, and extend our prayers farther than the 
ſphere of our immediate activity. And who can 
tel, but it may be a lengthening of our tran- 
aulit)! Even till that time ſhall come, when 
Ethings ſhall take another turn, and the abundant 
Weetfulon of God's holy Spirit ſhall introduce a 
proſperous ſtate of the Chriſtian intereſt ! Or, 
bf that be not to be expected, till the end of 
ume“ | | 


Which God of his infinite mercy grant ! 
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